Proposal from WIB Bologna
This proposal relates to these themes:
Theme 2 –issues of EU and other countries foreign policy. Our responsibility  before this reality….double standard and weight of media manipulation, of silence and oblivion

Theme 3- Our ability and will to answer to the realities analyzed in theme 2 and stimulate creative initiatives

Theme 4- How to organize tours with WIB from EU and from other countries (but not only WIB, also women in relation with us), how to benefit from contributions from each of us.

This proposal stems from an experience of voluntary work in Palestine with KGs teachers and meetings with other women in the same period in particular with Amal Khreishe and the young marvelous activists who work with her for Feminist Association PWWSD (Palestinian Working Women Society for Development)

Relationships are born from this experience and ideas for collaboration and our international  network has to face a challenge  before the request of stronger and more effective actions capable to support this relatively new  political ferment that is spreading all over the territories,  in which women  are involved or protagonists.
In December 2011 in just 15 days there were two demonstrations organized by women, one against violence on women, domestic and generated by the Israeli occupation, the other was a demonstration organized by KGs teachers’ Indipendent Union. The latter was not only about women’s rights as employees but also about women’s rights as gender. They demonstrated in front of the Goverment Buildings but before that they stopped in front of the UN Building in Ramallah which was closed and  deserted, because it was the 10th of December,  International Day of Human Rights.
These events have highlighted Palestinian women determined to fight for themselves but also for freedom and democracy for all and to all, to end the occupation, illegal detention, oppression in the hands of the Israeli army and settlers, and violence at checkpoints, "targeted" assassinations and  all forms of discrimination that do speak of apartheid against the Palestinian population in Israel and the occupied territories.

In a Palestine engaged in a choice of generalized forms of nonviolent resistance, there’s a new space for women's struggles obscured during the second Intifada.

Palestinian women ask us as international network of  Women in Black to build new relationships directly with them to also support the struggles that they are taking forward with great strength and generosity and to be spokeswomen of a "campaign" that is at once a complaint and a request for A change of course by the EU authorities and individual European countries.
The proposal is therefore:
1. Promote a European tour of awareness of the situation with Palestinian women of various areas (West Bank, Gaza, East Jerusalem, Israel). It is a situation that every day takes on a different and new aspect in the system of repression but  sees many people especially young  struggle vigorously against the occupation and the separation wall, etc. We already have names of various Palestinian women and particularly feminists to suggest.
2. Contact the European Union to put an end to policies that make Europe share responsibility for the violence, including also the Israeli siege of Gaza, the massacre of its population, detention and torture against children, house demolitions, the administrative detention of thousands of people including many women who suffer not only imprisonment but also the illegality of discriminatory treatment, sexual harassment, no medical care, and isolation from loved ones and much more. This until you get to promote an event in Brussels.
3 Apply pressure on their own government by each group to commit itself to respect for human rights / the Palestinians.
4 Apply pressure on the media (print and TV news) that report primarily on Palestine news filtered by Israeli news agencies, with rare exceptions. Journalists who speak so much to "keep your back straight" when it comes to Israel lose any independence of judgment and bend to the European policies that have developed over the years a special relationship with Israel regardless of the repercussions on Palestine, especially with regard to 'Israeli war economy that has reached a very high degree of interconnection with the European economies and our universities and research centers.
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5. Ask Israeli Women in Black to pressure  together as International Network, Prime Minister Netanyau and his government to put an end to their destructive plans that take away  peace, as  Amal Khreishe and her association call on us to do.
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