From the Italian Women in Black network: Militarisation and the practices of Women in Black
The situation in Italy

Despite article 11 of our constitution (“Italy repudiates war as an instrument that is offensive to the freedom of other peoples and as a means for resolution of international conflicts”), Italy is a country at war that is involved in combat outside its own borders, in Kosovo, and now in Libya actually participating in bombing. Italy is a member of NATO, and it’s necessary to keep in mind the seriousness of the transformation of the objectives of the alliance effected by the 1999 treaty, which moved the strategy from defence of offence and widened its scope to cover the entire world, extending it’s rights of defence when threatened to its interests (economic, energy-related etc..). Membership of NATO brings with it obligations and imposes, together with the upgrading of armed forces and armaments, the expropriation of land for military bases and command structures, military use of ports, airports and railways, as well as a foreign policy based on the use of force to protect interests, exercising a form of domination of the world and representing a continual threat to peace. 

Italy is a country in economic and political crisis: As well as seeing an ever more unequal distribution of wealth, we are witnessing an attack on our democratic institutions and a very strong impulse towards centralisation of power in the hands of a government that is intolerant of any democratic control. Power is in the hands of a person of the male gender and/or with a male mindset, who is often unqualified and attentive only to his own interests or to those of cliques that are often corrupt and dangerous. Visible elements of this situation are the total lack of interests on the part of governments in society and the environment – with the consequent degradation of both, the restriction of the rights of the many in favour of the privileges of the few, the criminalisation of the “other” (from migrants,  to Rom, to whoever dissents), the impunity of the powerful, the process of casualisation and precariousness for those who work and the ever worsening marginalisation of weaker sectors. 
Militarisation

There are some very explicit facts, such as the rise in military spending at a time of cuts in spending for healthcare, education, assistance, social security, environment, and culture. Our country is currently in eighth place in world rankings for military spending and is involved in 27 overseas missions. In Italy there are 110 US/NATO military bases, some with nuclear warheads, and they are building new ones, for example, in Vicenza. The military presence contaminates the environment in war zones and also in the military bases, the firing ranges, the airspace and the seas. Italy is involved in the production, sale and traffic of arms(Italy is in the top five countries worldwide for arms exports) including to countries involved in conflict in the south of the world. This is facilitated by bilateral military and security cooperation agreements, like those with Israel and Libya. 
There is also internal militarisation: coasts and borders are militarised. Fear and hostility towards migratory pressure leads to inhuman and ferocious repression of immigrants. And the Mediterranean becomes an area of conflict and ever more the tomb of those who are fleeing poverty and wars – for which we are so often responsible. 
This repressive military model has also been adopted for internal “security” – for example, the army is being used for public order functions in the markets of our towns and cities; the endless garbage tips in the area around Naples are guarded by soldiers, treated as military zones where citizens are forbidden to enter, subject to military secrecy laws; after an earthquake destroyed the city of L’Aquila two years ago, the population were forced from their homes and held in tent-cities under military control – dissent was repressed and treated as a public order problem. Together with the closed-circuit cameras installed in our cities, the dreadful situation of monopoly and censure of the mass media reminds as every day that we are citizens with limited rights. 

When we talk of militarisation, we don’t just mean the military presence, weapons, bases. We are also thinking of the militarisation of minds. “The word security is obsessively repeated in newspapers, on radio and on television, in official speeches; men - and more particularly women -  should beware of the others, the immigrants, Moslems, Rom and should feel an uncontrolled fear, manageable only by keeping those others away from us, in particular by force, preferably armed force. The legitimisation of the use of force is also meant to  defend women from the invading barbarians, while domestic violence against women and children is rising steeply. 

Together with a progressive degeneration of the founding principles of a state that constitutionally defines itself as secular, we can see the Catholic church taking an ever more invasive role in the spheres of education and social assistance, leading to a notable effect on the choices available with respect to bioethics and on laws that tend to impose control on women’s bodies and to restrict the rights and autonomy that had been gained. 

A culture of war is spreading – by way of military parades, visits by the army t o schools, the ever-increasing use of nationalistic and militaristic language – which considers the military option to normal or rather just or even heroic. In this way, a process of normalisation of war is taking place. Those who, like us, live in the West, away from the conflict zones, do not see the suffering of others, the martyrdom of entire populations and consciousness of the political responsibilities of western powers for causing wars is almost nonexistent. 

Our practices

In this phase of our political activity, we have become aware that we cannot dedicate ourselves exclusively to the matters and the practices which we have followed up to now. Instead, we must attend to our own country with women from other associations and collectives. We have, in short, realised that our own country has become like the  “difficult places” that we have concentrated on in all these years. Despite the difficulties of the current economic and political situation, despite the crisis of the peace  movements, and conscious of the limits of our own network, we are continuing to take the reality in which we live  as the starting point in which to root our actions. Our political practice is based on starting from ourselves and on the rereading of our experiences, comparing and contrasting them with women in our group and in our network, including by way of reflections on texts we have read together. We aim to develop free thought that originates from the wish of each woman to speak out and to come out of the insignificance that has been imposed on her. 

As well as regular vigils with leaflets, we organise meetings in schools or public meetings,  to speak out, to provide information and an alternative vision, in particular by way of direct testimony. We try to retake those opportunities for speaking out that are becoming more and more restricted, and to give voice to women who are working for peace. We attempt to build up networks and shared work with other organisations and groups, in particular with women’s groups but also mixed groups, with whom we share partial or general aims. In this way important and enduring relationships and interchanges are created, such as the relationship with the women from Vicenza who have struggled for years against the construction of a new military base,  or that with the women and men who, in Naples and the surrounding area, are struggling against the devastation of their territory (and their health) imposed (by military means) by a senseless and illegal management of the refuse produced in half of Italy, or the movement in Novara against the production of the F36 fighter bombers.

The themes that we are working on: we protest against the rise in military spending, the war industry, military missions dressed up as humanitarian interventions or peace missions, the continual recourse to military solutions for conflicts (currently, Libya), the militarisation of the territory, the “security” policies, the refusal of entry to migrants who try to reach our country and the reduction of the problem of the migrants to a public order issue. We speak out against violence against women, and we reflect on language, exposing the danger of sexist language. We seek relations of living together, acceptance, participation, solidarity. We try to be responsible and to take care of our world, with  the defense of the environment and of common property, refusing the use of nuclear technology (civil or military) and saying NO TO WAR e NO TO NEOLIBERALISM:

