Standpoint and commitments of the Women in Black of Lyon regarding the European Union and the French policy concerning Israel
1-the European and French policy concerning Israel :

a-pro-israeli positioning of the EU and France

- the “raising” in December 2008 granted to Israel in spite of the opposite resolutions of the European Parliament ; consequently intensification of political, economical, scientific, security relations


- arms trade France/Israel and UE/Israel


- economical support but no political support to Palestine (abstention in the vote in favour of Palestine membership at the UNO)

- opposite positioning of the French government on the cases of the franco-israelian prisoner Gilat Shalit and the franco-palestinian prisoner Salah Hamouri

b-in the French society, important pressures on the French government of sionist associations like the CRIF (representative council of Jewish institutions); for example :

-legal proceedings against BDS activists ; recent censorship of conferences in universities about the Israelian apartheid

c-but we want to point to the recent publication of European reports : the 27 general consuls denouncing the Israelian politics of colonisation and the report of French parliamentary members denouncing the Israelian politics of water in Palestine

2-The context in Lyon 


-pro-Israel position of regional and local authorities where the socialists have a majority but an evolution can be felt in the Regional Council thanks to the action of the ecologist party (Europe Ecologie les Verts)


-a great difficulty to break the invisible wall of the press


-the existence in Lyon of a collective, Collectif69 de soutien au peuple palestinien (collective to support the Palestinian people) that is very active and gathers around 30 parties and associations

3-Our group of Women in Black in Lyon, its characteristics :

a-who we are :



-we focus on Palestine and are a member of the Collectif69 Palestine



-we are only women and can define ourselves as feminine/feminist as our special vigils on March 8th and November 25th show



-our group is made of women who may belong to other associations such as : UJFP (French Union of Jews for Peace), Cimade (an association dedicated to the rights of immigrants), MFPF (Family Planning), Mouvement de la Paix (Movement for Peace), Femmes Solidaires (Solidarity for Women), RESF (to protect children without official papers)


b-our actions :



-Vigils : each Friday evening for 1 hour since March 2002



-Support of Palestinian political prisoners : we write letters to them and send money to the Israelian association WOFPP (Women’s Organisation for Political Prisoners)



-special vigils on March 8th and November 25th


-launching of a site : http://femmesennoirlyon.free.fr


-support of the flottilla for Gaza



-we take part in BDS actions in markets, supermarkets

