South-North illegitimate debt campaign meeting
Ngor, Dakar, 12th February 2011

Attendants: Beverly (Jubilee South), Lidy (JS-APMDD), Malou (JS-APMDD), Jorge Coronado (Latindadd), Dani (ODG), Iolanda (ODG),  Myriam (CADTM), Audrey (CADTM), Maria Elena (CADTM Attac Argentina), Aziz (CADTM Maroc), Samir (CADTM Benin), Abdul (CADTM Pakistan), Nabil (CADTM Attac Tunis), Camille (PAPDA), Nick (JDC UK), Koos (Jubilee Netherlands), Oygunn (Eurodad). 
Agenda
· South – North Meeting

· Coordination & Common action on Specific Cases

· Coordination & Common action on Audits

· Coordination & Common action on  Climate Finance

· Sovereign, Democratic and Responsible Financing and debt resolution procedures

· Global Week of Action on Debt and IFIs 2011

· Campaign communications (website, listserve, translations …)

Minutes and Main agreements

South – North Meeting

· There was a general agreement that we need a South North strategy meeting to 1) analyse the new context we are in after the outset of the global financial crisis, and 2) renew our strategies: What are our next steps as a movement after our first successes we have had since 2005?
· There’s a proposal to use a conference in Haiti, on “what finance for what reconstruction/development?”, initially scheduled for may (it’s a two phases conference, the 1st part will be in March specific on Haiti, and 2nd part is intended to look more closely at alternative financing system). But there are doubts on the high costs that this would imply, including for transit visas, as well as whether the dates are suitable (even if we can move the initial date forward to late august, it seems too early to some of us). 

· There’s no other concrete proposal but we should look into alternatives (South Africa or Kenya are mentioned among the possible venues). 

· Agreement: we create 3 working groups:

· Agenda of the meeting: Myriam (CADTM), Nick (JDC UK), Lidy (JS-APMDD) and Iolanda (ODG).

· Feasibility of meeting in Haiti: Camille (PAPDA), Beverly or JSA (JS) and Arjun. They should look into dates and budget. 

· Alternative venues: Oygunn (Eurodad), Samir (CADTM) and Abdul (CADTM). Contacting Afrodad and other groups in Africa to study feasibility of having the S/N meeting in Africa. 
· We’ll have a conference call in one month (mid march) with enough information from all the working groups to make a decision on where and when, as well as initial steps to start working towards the meeting. 

Coordination & Common action on Specific Cases

· We agree on the need to support solidarity missions in Haiti and Pakistan (and maybe Tunisia)

· We agree that, even when we’re going to work on other cases, we’re going to give special attention to: Haiti, Pakistan, Tunisia, Greece, and Zimbabwe

· We also agree on focusing more on the IMF comeback. Abdul, Myriam, Lidy and Iolanda to work on IMF. 

Coordination & Common action on Climate Finance

· Climate finance is a major challenge for debt groups, both in other to avoid further illegitimate debts through climate loans or fossil fuel and other loans that intensify climate change, and to ask for recognition and restitution of climate debt and other ecological debts. 

· There are several events and opportunities to work on the issue the next year:

· Campaign World Bank Out of Climate (http://www.worldbankoutofclimate.org/): day of action in Europe on March 1st (for further information contact Anne-Sophie (Friends of the Earth France) as.simpere@amisdelaterre.org or Elena (CRBM) egerebizza@crbm.org <mailto:egerebizza@crbm.org>)
· Campaigns focused on “dirty projects” such as Eskom. 
· Preparatory meetings for COP17 in Bangkok (April), Bonn (June) and probably a couple more intersession meetings to be decided.

· COP17 in Durban (South Africa) from 28 Nov - 09 Dec 2011. 
· Peoples Tribunal on Ecological Debt and Climate Justice. First session will take place in Durban and second session in Rio + 20. The methodology and details are being worked out at the moment.    
Coordination & Common action on Audits

· There are several countries where either audits or strong campaigning for audits are taking place. Most relevant cases would be: Ecuador, Paraguay, Brazil, Argentina, Zimbabwe, Guinea Conakry, RDC, Mali, Tunisia, Pakistan, Nepal and Philippines, as well as Norway (creditor audit) and Greece. There’s an obvious need to monitor and share the experiences and exchange lessons, not only from successful official audit processes (such as Ecuador), but also from citizens audits and campaigning in other countries. 

· There is also need for further discussion on the post-audit process (what happens after the audit is done? How we push for repudiation/cancellation?). 

· There are going to be events on audits in Paraguay (April – Jubilee South Americas), Argentina (March – Parliamentarian meeting), Guinea Conakry (October – CADTM) 

· We agree on using the S/N meeting and other meetings to put in common information, but also try to set up a database to gather basic information on what’s going on in each country. Eurodad to provide the spreadsheet and  one focal point in each region to add information on audit initiatives in their region.
Sovereign, Democratic and Responsible Financing and debt resolution procedures
· Some groups work on SDRF and on different proposals for a “debt court”. It was agreed that we will use the S/N meeting to advance on the discussions on these issues. A group will be created to prepare the discussions by gathering position papers and proposals from different parts of the movement and make an analysis and background for further discussions. Myriam and Oygunn will take the lead to establish such a group.
Global Week of Action on Debt and IFIs 2011

· Though the global week of action on debt and IFIs has had very unequal impact and follow up in the different countries and regions, it has been 
· proved as a useful tool for several campaigns and countries. It is said that we should call for the week of action until debt is abolished.

· We thus decide to go on with calling for a global week of action on debt and IFIs from 8th to 15th october 2011
· We’ll try to make the call much earlier, so preparations and coordination would be easier. There will be an early broad call to gather support (to be drafted by Jubilee South in the following weeks) and a more concrete call (including reference to relevant events or debt related circumstances) as the dates approach. 

Campaign communications
· Website: We agree on setting up a new website that is a common reference for international actions and calls.  Nick offered to push/coordinate this process. 
· List-serve: will be transferred to rise-up and updated in the following weeks. Jubilee South. 

· Translations: There’s a need for more collaborative efforts to translate documents, calls and website. The messages sent to the list-serve should have at least a short explanation on what is the message about in French, Spanish and English (http://translate.google.com is very useful for that). Iolanda will send a message to the list-serve and try to make a database of volunteers for translation. 

RELEVANT EVENTS AND DATES
	WHEN
	WHERE
	WHAT
	WHO

	1st March
	Europe
	Action on World Bank out of Climate
	World Bank out of Climate campaign

	20th march
	Global
	Global Day of Action of solidarity with the uprisings of the Arab and African people, the resistance of the Palestinian and Saharan people ; European, Asian and African mobilisations against debt and structural adjustment plans ; and all the processes of change underway in Latin America
	Social Movements assembly (WSF)

	March 
	Haiti
	Conference (1st part): “What finance for what reconstruction”
	PAPDA

	April
	Bangkok (Thailand)
	Inter-session - Preparatory meetings for COP17
	

	April
	Paraguay
	Conference on audits
	Jubilee South Americas

	6-7 May (tentative dates)
	Athens (Greece)
	Meeting on IMF, debt and Austerity plans in Europe
	Eurodad, Bretton Woods Project, CADTM,Initiative for a Debt Audit (Greece)

	9 – 13th  May
	Istanbul (Turkey)
	CSO Forum for the LDC IV Conference
	LDCWatch

	19th to 20th May
	Florence (Italy)
	Eurodad International Conference,
	Eurodad

	June
	Bonn (Germany)
	Inter-session  - Preparatory meetings for COP17
	

	June/July
	Haiti
	Solidarity Mission (continuation of the Mission held in 2005)
	Jubilee South Americas / PAPDA

	August
	Pakistan
	Solidarity Mission
	CADTM Pakistan

	End August
	Haiti? Kenya /South Africa?
	South North meeting of the international campaign on illegitimate debt
	ALL

	8th - 15th October
	GLOBAL
	Global Week of Action on Debt and IFIs
	ALL

	12th October
	Global
	Global Day of Action against Capitalism
	Social Movements Assembly (WSF)

	October
	Guinea Conakry
	Audits meeting/conference
	CADTM

	28 Nov - 09 Dec
	Durban (SouthAfrica)
	COP17 - Peoples Tribunal on Ecological Debt and Climate Justice
	

	2012

	January/ February 
	Haiti
	World Social Forum on Food Sovereignty
	

	
	Rio
	COP18 – Rio+20
	

	15 October 
	Africa / GLOBAL?
	25th anniversary of the assassination of Thomas Sankara - action worldwide on the repudiation of debt
	CADTM Africa is planning actions all around Africa and expected common action globally


