Draft – What kind of new economic system we envision

Behind us stand more than 200 years of industrial development, underwritten by cheap fossil fuels, abundant land and water resources, and a drive to maximize profits. Ahead of us lie rising energy and food costs, a changing climate, declining water supplies, a growing population, the paradox of widespread hunger and obesity and increased local, regional and global injustice an inequality. 

These realities call for a radically different approach to all sectors of our economies. Our economies need to be reorganized on a foundation of health and prosperity: for our communities, for people, for animals, and for the natural world. The quality of life, expressed as the realization of all economic, social, cultural and political human rights for all people on this planet, and long-term sustainability ought to guide our economy. The ways we grow, produce, distribute, and prepare goods and services should celebrate our various cultures and our shared humanity, providing not only sustenance, but justice, beauty and pleasure. 

Governments have duty that all people enjoy fully their human rights, that they have access to healthy food, quality housing, clean water, good education and health services and democratic participation. They have also a duty to protect the land and water on which we depend from degradation. Governments have a duty to ensure a regulatory framework that allows for socially and ecologically sustainable economies. Individuals, producers, and organizations have a duty to create regional systems that can provide healthy food, healthy goods, quality services, sustainable energy and vibrant local economies for their communities. 

The following principles should frame our economic systems and the needed policies to ensure that it will contribute to the health and wealth of peoples all over the world and that will allow us to address the social, ecological and democratic challenges we face today. 

The economic system we envisage:

· Focuses on satisfying the basic needs of people, and puts the realization of all human rights at the centre of our economic system. This involves giving priority to the value of the use of what is produced in an economy over the value of exchange. 

· Values those who produce food, goods and services and respect their rights; and rejects those policies, actions and programmes that undervalue or exploit them, threaten their rights, livelihoods and eliminate them.

· Localises Economic Systems, bringing producers of goods, providers of services and consumers closer together, promoting self-management, self-emancipation, solidarity and social economies. And rejects governance structures, agreements and practices that depend on and promote unsustainable and inequitable international trade and give power to remote and unaccountable corporations.

· Values food and agriculture systems as well as water in a special way, as food and water are the basic needs for our survival.  It puts the right to food and water at the center of food, agriculture, livestock, fisheries and water policies and rejects the proposition that food and water are just another component for international agri-, food- or water businesses.

· Promotes low carbon economic systems, striving to remove fossil fuel from every link in the production chain and replace it with renewable resources and energy. This will be acheived on the one hand by promoting the localization of economic systems, the promotion of mobility of people through public transport systems as well as a change in consumption patterns. and rejects the promotion of unsustainable and hazardous energy production and the continuation of the “economic growth” and “development model”, as it has been known until now. 

· Recognizes and protects Common Public goods and services as key elements to ensuring that all humans can fully exercise their fundamental rights. Key common public goods and services include water, education, health, energy, public transport etc. and rejects the privatisation public services in any form. 

· Establishes local control over territory, natural resources (land, water, seeds, livestock, fish populations, energy, metals, forests etc.) and rejects the privatisation of natural resources through laws, commercial contracts and intellectual property rights regimes.

· Builds Knowledge and Skills that conserve, develop and manage localised production systems; and rejects technologies that undermine, threaten or contaminate these, e.g. genetic engineering.

· Works with and protects Nature in diverse production methods that maximise ecosystem functions, biodiversity and improve resilience and adaptation, especially in the face of climate change; and rejects energy-intensive forms to ensure the satisfaction of basic humans needs which damage the environment and contribute to global warming.

· Secures a democratically controlled financial system, which supports a vibrant local economy.  and rejects global financial market that dominates over the real economy, foments greed and is incapable of supporting needed long-term investment in socially and ecologically sustainable production.

· Promotes regional integration to secure the implementation of all human rights via regional trade where needed without undermining sustainable localized economies.  and rejects global market integration and the creation of a world market as the ultimate approach, as it has no social, ecological or democratic legitimacy.

· Fosters diversity in all its relevant forms: diversity of foods, goods, traditions; diversity of ownership

· Requires a public and democratic dialog at all levels – local, national, regional and global – concerning technologies used in production, and allows regions to adopt their own respective guidelines on such matters.

· Enforces transparency so that citizens know how their food, goods and services are produced, where it comes from, and what it contains.

· Promotes economic structures and a new definition of growth which allows us to move towards prosperity for all, without destroying our natural base and supports programs to nurture the development of just and sustainable local, regional and global production networks.

Based on these principles, the current European and EU member states policies need to be reviewed and changed. The following proposals for change are rooted in this new vision of a different economic system, which we fully support. 

