Guidelines Working Groups in Frankfurt:

Working Group 1:
Building capacity and coordination structures to influence European Position on Financial Market reforms 
Facilitation Group 1

Andrea Baranes, Myriam van der Stichele, Aurelie Trouve, Attac (tbc) 

During the first WG meeting in Paris, it was agreed to start developing some joint positions as regards Financial Market reform – including some other areas such as public services. A first draft has been developed and circulated in the time-for-change-list. Marta has worked the comments into this background text. Furthermore a shorter version (covering also other elements linked to the governments response to deal with the economic crisis) has been worked out. Both documents had been circulated now before the meeting.

The working group also had proposed to establish some mechanisms to improve the exchange of info in relation to EU commission and EU governments proposals as regards financial architecture reform. It seems to me this has not really happened so far, to establish a functioning dynamic.

Objectives of the WG could/should be

a) Working towards a joint policy paper on financial market reform  to be used by many groups towards EU institutions and EU governments

· Finalizing background paper/joint positions at the European level (it would be probably good to mainly get feedback on the controversial positions and see if there is a common position that can be developed) 
It would be great if after the Frankfurt meeting a broadly supported position paper on what a broad range of movements and CSO groups in Europe think needs to be done, exists that will than be used both for national and European joint work.

b) Identifying next joint steps on how – besides groups doing work at the national level – our proposals can be pushed  forward
· E.g. Discussion of a joint big public event once the EU Parliament is in place – confronting MEPs and Commission with our proposals

· Developing some educational/background materials for campaign purposes (e.g. for national and European parliamentarians etc).

· Developing other ideas of joint work to push for our proposals

· Mapping of key policy moments in which some joint and coordinated action is needed.
c) Agree on the setting up of a joint list-serve on groups working more closely on financial market reform in the EU to exchange info on this as regards the EU dynamics/EU governments dynamics and to be able to develop actions in which the larger number of groups in the list serve can be invited to participate
Working Group 2:

Developing answers to the social impacts and ecological from the perspective of social movements 

Developing key elements of demands from social movements at the European level

Facilitation:

Alessandra Mecozzi, N.N. Friends of the Earth Europe, Asbjorn Wahl (tbc)
In the Paris meeting some first basic agreements had been made in relation to the direction of what kind of answers are needed. In the Paris declaration we have formulated these, such as the need for governments to help people now in difficulty, but also to make sure that public investment is going now into economic sectors that support the ecological transformation – public transport, public sector etc. 
In both documents that had been send out – the background document as well as the shorter one, some first proposals for joint demands/positions had been formulated. At large, economic recovery programmes in Europe/the EU are implemented and decided upon at the national level. We also know that the situation in Eastern Europe is far more dramatic than in Western European countries.
Possible Objectives of the meeting:

a) Working towards joint positions on how to respond to the social and ecological crisis

· Based on existing draft documents – developing further what can be joint demands we can have as regards how to deal with the social impacts, including how to link it with the ecological challenge (How to deal with increasing public investment into the weapon/arms industry, what role for public services etc.)

· A special attention should be given to the Eastern European situation. 

· A further special attention should be given to the protectionism/liberalization approach (also here a draft document has been worked out)

b) Identifying next steps of joint actions/work/mobilization

· What are already planned/existing events/dynamics in relation to this? (e.g. Springalliance, Idea of Social Spring conference etc.)
· What potential for another European wide/international call for mobilization in fall?

· What kind of mobilization/engagement towards Copenhagen? How to use this dynamic to increase pressure towards the EU to strengthen policies/channel investment into sectors that are supportive for ecological transformation/Climate friendly sectors.
Working Group 3:

Developing an alternative economic model  that puts people and nature first

A first draft that outlines what kind of vision for another economy we do have, has been developed – as agreed in the Paris meeting. The text builds on the results of the Paris meeting, but also of the Global Cross Networking space in Belem, at the WSF.

Facilitation:

Daniel Pentzlin, Cecilia Olivet (TNI)
Possible Objectives of the meeting:

a) Finalizing this vision

Discuss the draft text and get feedback of what are essential elements that are missing and setting a deadline and process by when we want to have this vision finalized. 

b) Identifying next steps of joint actions/work/mobilization

Several researchers groups have been working on the challenge of how to move towards a new economic system and in particular – how to get out of the growth paradigm as it is currently used. 

· Discussing/agreeing on an idea to organize with e.g. the UK Sustainable Development Commission (the Author of “ prosperity without growth”, plus other research networks – SERI, EUROMEMO etc. a meeting to discuss existing new approaches together with movements – aiming at developing a common position/approach among as many groups as possible

· The overall objective of such a meeting could be to develop a “counter” EU strategy – to the current Lisbon Agenda. 

Working Group 4:

What kind of European wide mobilization/strategy in the next months with unemployment exploding, racism and xenophobia increasing?
Facilitation:

Michaela Moser, Helen Cabioc’h, Nicolas Galapides
This mobilization working group in the first meeting discussed mainly the G20 meeting and what to do. There have been many and there are many mobilizations ongoing in many different countries. Still in many cases we can observe that mobilizations are often not done in a way to build broad alliances on the ground, but TUs do their own mobilization and do not or only with little effort joint other mobilizations – see the case of the G20.

In most European countries we also observe a shift to the right and also in many countries racism and xenophobia is increasing in very worrying ways. Also the criminalization of movements is continuing.

Possible Objectives of this working group

a) Mapping of ongoing struggles and strategies in different countries 
as regards how to deal with social impacts – rising unemployment, racism, xenophobia, shifts to the right
b) Exploring ideas how can the building of coalitions among all the key actors fighting for emancipator solutions be strengthened
· both at the national and at the EU level? 
· how can the division between Trade Unions and movements overcome (see experience of 28th of march in many countries, and the ETUC now doing a mobilization on the 16)
· How to better link the struggles (see also the two websites that have been created).

c) Exploring ideas to make local alternatives visible

· How to promote exchange of groups who advance short term alternatives/strategies for people on the local level to regain control over their lives?

d) Exploring a potential next moment of joint mobilization

What potential joint European or international mobilization in Fall? What would be a good moment (next G20 meeting? Another key moment in the European political agenda? Etc.)
